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delphia, on Press Sunday, April 3, 1921. 


ND I turned and lifted up my eyes: and I saw, and 

behold a volume flying. And he [the Angel] said to 

me: What seest thou? And I said: I see a volume flying: 

the length thereof is twenty cubits, and the breadth thereof 
ten cubits.”—(Zach. V, 1, 2.) 

Such was the strange vision which the Angel of God 
showed to the Prophet Zacharias, in the reign of King 
Darius, 500 years before the coming of Christ. A volume, 
a roll of parchment of great length and breadth carried 
on the wings of the wind and flying through the air. The 
Prophet himself tells us what he read in the mysterious 
scroll. For the Angel told him that the volume was the 
“curse that goeth forth over the face of the earth.” Catho- 
lic Scriptural scholars and Biblical commentators still fur- 
ther explain the nature of that curse written in the flying 
book. They tell us that it meant the evil and the punish- 
ment which would befall a wicked and unfaithful genera- 
tion, if it did not return to God. 

On this Sunday, Catholic Press Sunday, we too have a 
vision granted us. Like the Prophet Zacharias, we see a 
* volume, a nation-wide, world-wide scroll flying through 
the air. Swiftly it is carried through space, and its thou- 
sand pages are scattered throughout the length and breadth 
of our great Republic, further still to the remotest corners 
of the globe. Like the volume seen by the Hebrew Saint, 
the one we behold carries a curse and a threat, but only 
against the wrongdoer and the transgressor. But it bears 
also the promise of a mighty good. If the words of con- 
demnation are found in its columns, it contains also the 
hope, the assurance and the pledge of wonderful blessings. 
It is the sacred volume of the Catholic press. 

Faithful to the wishes of the Holy Father and obedient 
to the injunctions of the American Hierarchy, the Catho- 
lics of the United States have dedicated an entire month 
to an organized campaign in favor of the Catholic press. 
he present Sunday has been set apart for a special appeal 
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in favor of this cause, noble in itself and far-reaching in 
the results which it should produce for our individual and 
national welfare. 

We need not search very deeply to find reasons why we 
should generously, intelligently and: efficiently support the 
cause of the Catholic press. We must support the Catholic 
press, not merely by our financial-aid and by subscribing 
to it, but by our co-operation with it in its wide endeavors, 
by being interested in its work, by urging others to read 
and foster it. The reasoris for that intelligent and hearty 
support are plain. The Catholic press is a mighty bul- 
wark and protector against one of the worst evils of the 
day—a corrupt press. It is a vigilant watchman sounding 
the cry of alarm in the hour of danger. It is an inspirer to 
high resolve; an incentive to nobler ideals. We see in it 
a unifier, a bond of union between Catholics throughout 
the entire world, and, lastly, an apostle with an abiding 
mission for the individual, the family and the nation. 





Tue CatHo.ic Press, A RAMPART 


The Catholic press rears a rampart of protection be- 
tween us and the corrupt press and the evils with which 
the latter is filling the land. It is our strong bastion set 
up against the inroads of the enemy. You must build it 
up. You must guard the dike or the waters of perdition 
will seep through the break and cause our ruin. You 
guard your home against contagion and disease. In tropi- 
cal countries you protect it from reptiles; you screen it 
even against mosquitoes and flies. Every means is taken 
to close the avenues to poisonous gases or germ-laden 
waters. At the first sound of the words cholera, typhus, 
yellow fever, bubonic plague, you fly, if possible, the pesti- 
lential air and seek another home. If her neighbor’s chil- 
dren suffer from diphtheria, a mother’s first thought is of 
her own little ones slumbering in their cot or playing at 
her knee, and she shields them from danger. This is but 
reasonable and just. Held within the proper limits, such 
a course is dictated by nature itself. To be callous or in- 
different to such dangers implies but scant appreciation of 
the blessings of life. 

If that be the case when there is question of purely tem- 
poral and physical safety, what must be our care when 
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there is question of our intellectual, moral and spiritual 
welfare? These should be watched over as solicitously 
as the body. For the care we bestow on any object must 
be proportionate to its nature and purpose. Now, between 
soul and body there can be no comparison, 

It is a sad fact, however, that in homes that pride them- 
selves on their Catholic Faith and traditions, among men 
and women that claim to be Catholics, the press that is 
covertly hostile to all that they hold dear, or openly slurs 
and attacks the dogmas of the Catholic Church, its his- 
tory, its hierarchy, its priesthood, its head, is tolerated and 
at times welcomed. Tolerated and welcomed, not, indeed, 
because it attacks or misrepresents them, but because it is 
clever, newsy, smart, up to date, modern, progressive; 
because it amuses and entertains. ‘ 

You believe in the sacred rights of the family, in the 
sanctity of the marriage tie. You realize the curse of 
divorce. But an anti-Catholic press, anti-social, anti- 
American and anti-patriotic journals fight our holiest 
beliefs. They advocate divorce and laugh at its disastrous 
effects. You cannot, you must not, admit them into 
your homes. You cannot, you must not support them. 
They are as dangerous as the wave of poisoned gas 
launched against our soldiers in their trenches during the 
war. Under their attacks the foundations of society will 
crumble. From them readers will drink the draught of 
death. Yet it is a fact, which we cannot hide, that thou- 
sands. of Catholic men and women, thousands of Catholic 
boys and girls, read them, almost without a word of 
serious protest from their elders. 

You hold nothing more sacred than the virtue of your 
boys, the purity and the modesty of your girls. These are 
the real crown of life. They are the nation’s best: asset. 
We may build navies and recruit armies, we may send 
our flag and our ships to the remotest corners of the globe 
to ferry back their wealth, their gold and iron; if our 
young manhood, our maidenhood are not strong, self- 
controlled and pure, we are building in vain; building as 
pagan Tyre, Nineveh, Rome and Athens built of old. 
Like them we shall be swept away in shame by sturdier 
races, unless we rear a rampart and a dike against the 
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anti-American, immoral and criminal teachings of an un- 
scrupulous press. 


SPREADING MATERIALISM 


Materialism of the rankest kind, teaching that man is 
the descendant of the ape and the product of purely: phys- 
ical and blind forces; denying him free will and moral 
responsibility ; bidding him develop his own nature as he 
sees fit, especially along the lines of least resistance ; per- 
suading him that there is no such thing as evil or sin and 
no personal God; boasting that man is his own law; as- 
serting that there is no authority superior to his and that 
if he would be truly free, he must cast off the outworn 
swathing bands of Christianity ; maintaining that the Gos- 
pel was meant for a less enlightened age than ours and 
that science and progress need another creed ; proclaiming 
that the Sacraments are empty forms and that the Bible 
is a legend and a fairy tale good enough to amuse nations 
in their infancy—this is constantly dinned into the minds 
of the young in news-column, in editorial, in cartoon, 
special article, short-story and novel. A _ generation 
brought up on such poisoned food is beaten already in the 
fight of life, even before life’s most serious contests begin. 
It has lost faith in itself, in religion, in humanity, in virtue, 
in God. Allow your ehildren to pore over these rank and 
noisome pages. Watch them after the deadly germs react 
upon them. Little by little the fragrant but delicate flower 
of reserve and modesty fades from the brows of your 
i girls.” The boy that has drunk from these poisoned wells 
soon becomes the victim of his unrestrained passions, his 
waywardness, his unsatiated hunger for the forbidden 
fruit, his disobedience and pride. 

Our support then of the Catholic press rears a bulwark 
and a dike against the inroads of the anti-Catholic and im- 
moral press. You close your door to the adventurer, the 
strange woman, the man of tainted reputation, the gam- 
bler, the corrupter of youth and innocence. Have nothing 
to do then with a press that assails the foundations of 
your home, that lurks over the cradle of your babes like 
some sinister figure of vengeance and death, that stalks 
through the land breathing a song of hate against your 
Faith, the religion of your Baptism, the heirloom you re- 
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ceived from your fathers. Such a press will ultimately 
bring ruin to the individual, the — and the entire 
American Republic. 


A WATCHMAN 


But the Catholic press is not merely a bulwark, inert, 
inactive, and silent. Vigilant watchman, it mounts guard 
on the outworks of the home, the family and’ the State. 
It is the sentinel at his post. It sounds the alarm in great 
social, national and religious crises. In the hour of dan- 
ger, it gives the watchword, issues the rallying counter- 
sign, so that we may know who is friend and who is foe. 
It tolls, like your liberty bell of 1776, its salutary and in- 
spiring warning. To our query: “Watchman, what of the 
night?” it answers with its cry of hope and encourage- 
ment. When our rights are assailed, rights which the 
Constitution guarantees to our religion, our family, our 
homes, our schools; when Catholics are denied that lib- 
erty with which our laws dower all our citizens, the sentinel 
on guard rings out his challenge. The Catholic journalist 
is the minute-man of civil and religious liberty flinging 
out his call to battle for the right, as the men of Concord 
and Lexington and Valley Forge bore the tidings of war 
over the New England and Pennsylvania farms in the 
heroic days of the American Revolution. 

For well-night three years Catholic journalists have 
been the sleepless watchmen, who in season and out of 
season have been warning us that through the Smith- 
Towner bill a concerted effort is being made to federalize 
education, to make it a mere cog in the great machine of 
an educational autocrat sitting in Washington, thus de- 
priving the various States of home rule in one of the 
things most necessary for their proper development, thus 
dragging education into politics, making it a toy: and a 
tool in the hands of changing administrations and cabi- 
nets, tyrarmizing over it ina manner altogether un-Ameri- 
can, injurious to the States, and to the best traditions and 
interests of a free people. 

That cry of alarm has often fallen on deaf ears. Catho- 
lics, in spite of the warnings of Catholic journalists, are 
not yet fully aware of the danger. For years also the 
Catholic press has been exposing the dangers of the im- 
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moral picture-show, the coarse dance, the sinful fashions 
in dress which now prevail. To say that all warnings have 
been wasted would be to deny the power of the Catholic 
press. But the words have not produced the effect we had 
a right to éxpect. Why? Because the cry of the watch- 
man has not reached the very ones for whom it was in- 
tended. The men and women that need it most do not 
hear or listen to it. They do not read the Catholic press ; 
they do not support it. The voice of the watchman then 
is the voice of one crying in the desert. The watchman 
goes his lonely rounds unheeded. 

It is time to shake off this indifference. You cannot any 
longer remain deaf to the warning. That means disloyalty 
to your Faith and your country, to your own spiritual in- 
terests and those of the childref dear to you. You must 
support the Catholic press in the best possible way, by 
heeding its cry of alarm. Support it by your regular 
subscriptions to its organs. In your native city, support 
it by your subscription to your diocesan paper, the Stand- 
ard and Times. God has cast your lot in this city. None 
could be dearer to the heart of American Catholics. You 
live in the shadow of Independence Hall, that hallowed 
temple which was the first to echo the trumpet tones of 
the Declaration of Independence. The civic and religious 
activities of this city should be dear to you. You must 
know its life. Support, then, your. diocesan paper. By 
your cooperation and interest build up a still greater, a 
still more influential Standard and Times. No Catholic 
family in the archdiocese of Philadelphia without the 
Standard and Times! Let that be your press motto for 
the coming month. You can do nothing that will more 
cheer and console your beloved Cardinal-Archbishop on 
his return from his historic journey to Rome,,where the 
Holy Father has shown him such fatherly affection and 
esteem by the high honors conferred upon him, honors in 
which you, Catholics of Philadelphia and of Pennsylvania, 
are also the sharers. 


SPREAD CaTHOLIC PAPERS 
But remember that while a subscription to a Catholic 
paper is a great deal, it is not enough. You must read and 
master its contents. You must take a lively and intelligent 
interest in every aspect and instrumentality of the Catholic 
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press. Become the heralds of that press. Make it known. 
Introduce it to strangers and those outside the fold. Get 
Catholic papers into the hospitals, the public libraries and 
reading circles. See that they are read by Catholics, first ; 
then by our separated brethren. See that they reach the 
ships in your harbor. In their spare moments, when off 
watch, officers and men will read almost anything from a 
season’s best-seller or a treatise on navigation to last year’s 
almanac. Why not let them have a Catholic paper? They 
will welcome it. Men that go down in ships to the sea are 
seldom scoffers or infidels. They will read and think, and 
in their hearts bless the sender.. Do not throw away a 
Catholic paper, pamphlet, or book. See that it reaches 
more than your own children or family circle. There are 
souls hungering for that story with a Catholic moral you 
have just read, for that explanation of Confession or Holy 
Mass found in your Catholic journal, for that exposition 
of Catholic education, of Socialism, of the closed and open 
shop. The right view will bring light, comfort, help. Let 
it reach those that need it most. Send, send the volume of 
the Catholic press flying on the wings of the wind to every 
town and hamlet of the United States. Be truly Catholic, 
large-minded in your support of the good press. If you 
want the blessing of God in your home, welcome the Mes- 
senger of the Sacred Heart to your fireside. Simple, yet 
full of unction and power, it will bring the virtues of the 
Sacred Heart to the family circle and make them flourish 
there, those sweet virtues so dear to Our Lord—gentleness, 
humility, patience, concord and love. The Messenger will 
bring you close to the Heart of Christ. You can ask no 
greater blessing. 

But your virtues must not be confined to your home. 
You must take your share in the battle everywhere raging’ 
around you. You cannot escape the conflict. It is thrust 
upon you. That is one of the results of our bustling 
democracy. You must go down into the arena. You must 
take sides in the issues fought around you, not as bitter 
partisans but as loyal citizens, as right-thinking Ameri- 
cans, as fervent Catholics. But to do that you must be 
well informed. You must know what is fair, patriotic, 
just and true. You must understand the questions of the 
hour, our religious, economic, educational and social prob- 
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lems. You must study the news of the day in the light 
of reason and faith, from the angle, not of today’s whims 
and opinions, but of truth’s unchanging principles. An 
intelligent reading of the weekly review America, pub- 
lished in New York, by the Fathers of the Society of 
Jesus, will help you in this important task. Subscribe, 
then, to America, you especially Catholic doctors, Catho- 
lic lawyers and business men, Catholic teachers and school 
superintendents, Catholic professional men, Knights of 
Columbus, you the members of a parish directed by Jesuit 
Fathers to whom you have been so devoted and loyal. 

Those who are interested in general Catholic literature, 
in history, biography, art, have the monthly Catholic 
World to satisfy them. Devotion to Our Lady will be 
fostered by the Ave Maria, the Queen’s Work. Subscribe 
as your generosity and devotion may prompt. And do 
not forget, I beg of you, to own, if possible, certainly to 
consult frequently, that splendid work of Catholic enter- 
prise and scholarship, the “Catholic Encyclopedia,” a treas- 
ure-house of Catholic knowledge, a weil-stocked armory of 
weapons to be used in the defense of the truth. I know 
an intelligent and fervent Catholic carpenter, a colored 
man, in the “Rosebud City” of the South, the beautiful 
city of Macon, in the heart of Georgia. When the day’s 
work is done, and he can snatch a few moments of leisure 
from the household duties on his return to his cabin over- 
looking the little melon patch, the cotton and sweet potato 
fields stretching up to his doorway, he turns to his Catho- 
lic paper, to the heavy tomes of the “Catholic Encyclope- 
dia,” to complete his knowledge of the Faith and its his- 
tory, and to be able to answer the objections brought 
‘against it, which he hears from his fellow-workers. That 
man is a convert. He had to fight for his Faith. He real- 
izes its truth and beauty. He is taking the right means 
to foster and strengthen it in his heart and to make it 
known to others. 


AN INSPIRER 


Protector and watchman, the Catholic press is also a 
great inspirer. Today men keep their eyes fastened to 
earth. They judge of sin and evil, of wealth and pleasure 
and power by the standards of earth. A false philosophy 
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tells man that he is but the product of material forces. 
To the earth and to matter it keeps him bound. Such 
philosophy does not lift his eyes to the skies and the stars 
above him. Such teaching never echoes into his ears and 
heart the call which in Holy Mass the Church sends out 
to her children: “Sursum Corda,” “Lift up your hearts.” 

But the Catholic press takes up that watchword. It 
sends it ringing to every Catholic home in the country. 
A genuinely Catholic press is a great uplifter in the best 
sense of the word. For a Catholic paper paints Catholic 
life in all its beauty. The logic and admirable coherence 
of Catholic doctrines and the solid foundations on which 
they. rest are exposed in its columns. They describe the 
moral grandeur and beauty of the Church, the sanctity of 
her noblest children, the glories and benefits of Catholic 
civilization. A Catholic paper is an inspirer of true 
patriotism, of civic virtue, of that idealism and enthu- 
siasm of which the world stands in such need. It thus 
becomes a steady builder and one of the most powerful 
agents in a solid national reconstruction. Rightly used 
it will arouse our young men to the social activities in 
Church and State so needed today. It will avaken the 
listless, rouse the timid, shame the coward. By its warn- 
ings and lessons our Catholic women, our maids and 
mothers will be guided. From its columns they will learn 
how to organize for good, to mobilize for public service, 
for God, for the suffering and the needy, for every noble 
cause, the God-given powers they possess, powers so 
potent for evil, but irresistible when niarshaled under the 
banner of virtue and truth. A wide-awake, militant, high- 
minded, truth-loving Catholic press, a press that appeals 
to no coarse passion, no hate or prejudice, and uses no 
vulgar device, will breathe a new soul into our people. 
There is no people so generous as the American people, 
none so ready to answer the call of lofty leadership. I 
have the profoundest faith in their inborn nobility, in the 
sense of fair-play and love of justice that animates them. 
I shall never believe those who tell us that their virtues 
are dead. Appeal to them in the right way for the highest, 
the most difficult tasks, they will listen and answer in a 
way worthy of their high character and their splendid 
traditions. That will be the duty of the Catholic press. 
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You must help in this glorious mission. Its ‘success 
depends upon you and your hearty co-operation. 


A UNIFIER 


If the Catholic press inspires, it also unifies. Evil is 
done by the cooperation of the evil-minded throughout the 
world. Anarchists and Bolshevists in Russia and other 
countries are helped in their anti-social and anti-religious 
campaign by fellow-conspirators in the United States. 
Calumnies against the Church, which have their origin in 
foreign circles, are re-echoed here. The wicked form but 
one body. One spirit animates them. They are fully 
aware of their strength. That strength is kept up by their 
press. They do not scatter their efforts. They concen- 
trate their attacks on one objective, the Catholic Church, 
its doctrines, its life, its Supreme Head, its Bishops, its 
clergy, its priesthood, its schools, its history. 

If evil is done by the union of the wicked good must be 
done by the union of the good. As Catholics, we are the 
members of a universal, globe-encircling religion. Our 
interests then must not be purely local and parochial, but 
nation-wide and universal. American Catholics, we must 
take interest in the struggles, the glories, the needs of the 
Church in our own homes, our own diocese. As American 
citizens, the glories, the struggles, the sufferings, the ideals 
of our great and noble country must touch a tender cord 
in our hearts. For here is home. This our America is 
loved and sacred soil. Here you build your roof-tree. 
Here rest your déad. Here your children are born to 
front the future with the light of faith and freedom on 
their brows. But we must not forget the struggles of 
our brethren in other lands, in Ireland, in France, in 
Czechoslovakia, in Portugal. Their sufferings cast us 
down; their triumphs make us glad. The progress of the 
Faith in India, on the far-extended front of the Missions 
in China and Japan, must not leave us indifferent and cold. 

We must be united to protect our common rights in the 
United States. We must stand for the freedom of our 
schools, and of our worship. Catholics all over the world 
must resent any insult or wrong done to the Holy Father, 
or to the rights of Catholie citizens whoever they be. A 
wide-awake Catholic press will unite us together. It will 
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be a bond that will hold 300,000,000 Catholics in an un- 
breakable phalanx. We unite for no sinister design. We 
band together, not in secret and in the dark, but in the 
broad light of day, under the eyes of the world. We do 
not hide our purpose. It is too well known. It is here in 
the United States, and throughout the world, not to gain 
political power or economic ascendency, but to build up 
the Kingdom of God so that Christ His Blessed Son may 
reign in the home, the family, the State; that peace, order, 
law, justice and charity may return to earth; that we may 
rear upon the ruins of the past a nobler civilization, one 
truly worthy of the great ends for which God in His 
goodness has created and destined us. 

Hate divides. Love unites. The Catholic press will be 
the messenger, the herald of love, not the purveyor of 
discord. If it has to fight, it will not use poisoned weap- 
ons. Now and then it must strike, but it-will then wield 
a lance like that of Machaon, the hero of the Iliad, sung 


by Homer, which had the\power to heal the very wound 
which it had made. 


AN APOSTLE 


Finally, the Catholic press is an apostle. It is the apos- 
tle of sound intellectual, economic, social, moral and spirit- 
ual reconstruction. It is not merely the voice of one that 
passes in the night, like the rider that gallops down the 
valley announcing the break in the dam or the onrush of 
a great conflagration. It is an abiding voice and herald, 
a friend and guest that stays under our roof, to be ever 
welcome there; there to repeat daily, hourly, his warnings, 
to be a perpetual monitor and to instil into our hearts the 
great lessons of life. 

The Apostles were Divinely commissioned to go forth 
and teach all nations. Their mission was a supernatural 
one. Their warrant came directly from God. They alone 
and their successors, the Holy Father and the Bishops 
throughout the world, can boast of that Divine commis- 
sion. The Catholic press makes no such claim. Yet, 
within its own sphere, it basks in the shadow of that com- 
mission. For next to the Divine commission given to the 
Twelve, though inferior to it, next also to those direct, 
formal and Divinely appointed means of grace, the Sac- 

















172 THE CATHOLIC PRESS 





raments, the preaching of the Word of God, the Church 
has no better means of preserving, spreading and strength- 
ening the Faith than a thoroughly sound and wide-awake 
Catholic newspaper. This weekly or daily visitor preaches 
its sermon in every home. It uses the language of the 
people. Throughout its pages are scattered the moving; 
pictures of the world’s life, viewed in the light of clear 
and eternal principles. A Catholic paper is the apostle 
of genuine patriotism, champion of true liberty, the de- 
fender of right against might, of the weak against the at- 
tacks of autocracy and tyranny. It shows no mercy to 
crime or vice. Its work at timies may be slow, but it is 
sure. A torn page of a Catholic paper used in a country 
store in a North Carolina mountain village to wrap up 
some object purchased there is carried home by a Protes- 
tant doctor. He reads the almost unintelligible words. 
Something in them strikes home. He makes inquiries. 
Catholic papers, books and pamphlets are sent him. Soon 
after he, his wife, his childrew are baptized and become 
fervent Catholics. What an apostle of the truth that torn 
and faded page of a Catholic paper became! It wins an 
entire family to the truth! Would to God that we might 
all be able to make a similar claim! 

A Catholic press is an apostle for the individual, the 
family, the State. Think of that Catholic gentleman, 
James J. Farrell, of Augusta, Ga., whose untimely death 
is a national disaster. Mr. Farrell was the soul of that 
splendid organization;-the Catholic Laymen’s Association 
of Georgia. At a time when in Georgia bigotry and in- 
tolerance were doing incalculable harm, when the State 
Legislature had passed an insulting Convent Inspection 
bill, and towns and country districts were flooded with 
anti-Catholic literature, Mr. Farrell conceived the idea 
of an association to meet publicity with publicity. He car- 
ried the war, not in the spirit of war, but in the spirit of 
peace, into the enemy’s country. Where an anti-Catholic 
charge was made, the answer was given, where the slander 
went into the press, a Catholic pamphlet or a letter to the 
local paper brought the refutation. The apostolate of this 
brave Catholic gentleman won the day. He fought the 
battle of truth in every Congressional district of the State. 
To the credit of the Georgia press, with one or two’ notable 
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exceptions, every paper opened its columns to him. He 
knew the power of the press. He used it for the noblest 
means. He must find imitators. 


Support THE CATHOLIC PRESS 


Some must imitate him by writing, by organization, by 
the pen. All must support it in the measure of their abili- 
ties and resources. In some way or other, all must sup- 
port it with their whole heart and soul. Support it with 
your purse, no matter how slight and slender. If wealth 
is at your disposal, and you ask yourself what you must do 
with that wealth, your course is plain. Contribute gener- 
ously to the Catholic press. That is better than founding 
a school or building a hospital. The words are not mine, 
but those of the great Cardinal Lavigerie, the man who 
broke down the last stronghold of slavery in the heart of 
Africa. To the Catholic press open wide the doors of 
your home. Give it a place of honor by your fireside. 
Close that home against the inroads of the infidel, the anti- 
patriotic and anti-Catholic press. With that press have 
nothing to do. Help the Catholic press by reading Catho- 
lic papers. Enter upon a holy campaign, a crusade for 
their financial betterment, their material and journalistic 
improvement, their higher editorial and literary standards. 
They are doing valiant work and accomplishing it at the 
cost of many sacrifices. Give them a brother’s encourage- 
ment in the fight they are making. Do not blame them if 
they now and then fail. They fail because Catholics fail 
them. Stand by them. They are fighting your battles. They 
are your first line of defense. Their warriors, not of the 
sword and the rifle but of the pen, are on the firing line. 
If they are driven in by the foe, you are left without pro- 
tection. Cheer them on. Do not confine your effort to 
a few days. Make that effort one of a lifetime, a steady, 
ever-increasing effort for one of the noblest causes which 
you can uphold. 

Support then the Catholic press, here in the United 
States, here in Pennsylvania, here in your archdiocese of 
Philadelphia, as well as the Catholics of Brussels support 
their eight Catholic dailies, as sturdily as the Catholics of 
Holland support their twenty-six Catholic dailies and their 
two hundred and more weeklies and monthlies, as gener- 
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ously as shattered and starving Austria supports its ten 
great Catholic dailies. The support of the Catholic press 
is the need of the hour. Stand by it and we are saved. 
Neglect it and we are beaten. The generous support of 
the Catholic press is a sacred duty we owe to our homes, 
our schools, our children, our country, our religion, our 
immortal souls. No man alive to the perils facing us, no 
patriotic American, no fervent Catholic will dare neglect 
this momentous obligation. 





England’s Policy in Ireland 
From the “Catholic Herald of India” 


HERE is no need to look for the immediate cause 

of the present war in Ireland. For it is seven hun- 
dred years old. It lies in the fact that England is looked 
upon as the usurper in Ireland, and that Ireland has 
never ceased to protest and fight against it. And though 
this war is nothing new in Irish history, yet on account 
of the various circumstances which preceded it, after the 
Great War which was to make the world safe for de- 
mocracy and where small nations could live and enjoy 
peace, after England’s protestations of altruism and high- 
mindedness, after all that has been said in recent years 
about the rights of peoples and humanity, this war be- 
comes one of the most astounding events in modern his- 
tory. Not that England’s actions are astounding, but 
what makes the war astounding is that there should be 
occasion for it. If one wants to see militarism in its 
worst form, inhuman conduct, wanton destruction, whole- 
sale plunder, murder, rapine and slaughter, then follow 
in the wake of the British armies in Ireland. There 
may be people who refuse to believe the things that hap- 
pen in Ireland today, and who may say that such things 
could not happen, or that England could not be guilty 
of such and such. Ah, I only wish that such people 
could look for five minutes at any town in Tipperary, or 
walk for five minutes along any street in Cork. When.a 
commission composed entirely of Englishmen visited 
Ireland recently and when they returned to England, they 
admitted they had to modify their report so as not to tax 
the credulity of their countrymen. And even then the 
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report was such a damning indictment of military rule 
in Ireland, where murder and terror and plunder are 
the instruments of oppression, that in any other country 
the authors of such a tyranny would be hounded out of 
public life and placed outside the pale of society. In 
England such men are raised to the highest offices in the 
State. 

The war is still being waged. It is a war between the 
Irish people and English militarism. The Irish peo- 
ple have as their arm the Irish Volunteers, and the people 
are solidly and unitedly behind them. We have seen 
described before the origin, the constitution, and the work 
of the Volunteers. And there are also the splendid 
women of Ireland, with their wonderful organization, 
who not only encourage but help their fighting brothers, 
and who are carrying on the great tradition of the women 
of Limerick in the seventeenth century. The English 
soldiery are divided into three main divisions: the English 
Constabulary (known as the R. I. C., and now recruited 
from the scum. of English society), the Auxiliaries 
(known as the Black and Tans, from their semi-military, 
semi-police uniform, and recruited from the unemployed 
officers of the British army, and who receive a guinea a 
day for their work) and the Regular troops. And then ~ 
there is the enormous system of Secret Service composed 
of men and women of all classes. The soldiery are sup- 
ported by the English Government, with, what must be 
taken, if not the warm-hearted approval at least with 
the tolerance, of the English people. They are supported 
by tanks, armored cars, aeroplanes, all the contrivance 
and equipment of modern war—with, as we have lately 
seen, the additional equipment of “goggles for night 
practise.” 


Tue IrtsH ArE INVINCIBLE. 


Though from a point of view of equipment, the English 
army is overwhelmingly superior, yet the Irish. people 
have that which makes them invincible, they have a just 
cause and they are going to vindicate it, they.have a 
sacred object and they mean to attain it. And though this 
may seem incredible to those who do not know the Irish 
character, or who do not realize how deep-rooted is 
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spirituality in the Irish genius, yet there is nothing else 
which can explain how this nation has kept up such a 
struggle for such a length of time, or how they have kept 
their faith against such fierce antagonism. And it is the 
only thing which can account for the unflagging spirit of 
the Irish Volunteers, who are in constant danger of being 
shot or assassinated, and many of whom spent their 
Christmas among the hills and moors of Ireland. The 
point in all this is that, with the forces on either side as 
they are, the issue of this war is not, and cannot be, in 
doubt. 

The English Government now officially terms the whole 
Republican movement the “murder gang.” They have 
called us all sorts of names in every crisis. We were 
heretics when we professed our Faith; we were cut- 
throats or something worse when we defended it; we 
were barbarians when we practised our religion; we were 
murderers and outcasts when we fought for our homes 
and our churches. And we are the “murder gang” now! 
We thank them at least for the variety, for it would 
become monotonous to keep calling us the same thing 
always. But while England may call us what she likes, 
her policy in Ireland has never changed. Perhaps some 
traits have been emphasized, perhaps her mental and 
moral outlook has been somewhat lowered, perhaps her 
methods of misgovernment have become pronounced, 
and perhaps her Ministers of today are somewhat more 
practical in oppression than the advisers of Elizabeth, 
but in the main trend of English policy in Ireland, the 
uniformity is so complete that there is no doubt that 
there is here not merely a policy but a tradition, not only 
a tradition, but a deep-seated hostility to the Irish nation. 
Indeed there is a marked development of this tradition. 
If‘they banished our people in Elizabeth’s day, they shoot 
them now. If they destroyed the crops under Mount- 
joy, they destroy a whole countryside now. They exe- 
cuted our martyr priests in the time of Oliver Plunkett, 
they murder them now, and fling their bodies behind a 
ditch or bury them in a bog. They hunted our priests 
before, they desecrate our churches today. You have at 
the present time thousands of homes destroyed, and tens 
of thousands of men, women, and children starving. 
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There is no exaggeration in this, for it is fact. These 
are things which it is difficult to imagine, and which it 
is hard to believe. But in all seriousness, in all truth, 
these things are there, they are happening. And these 
things are happening in the twentieth century, and be- 
fore the eyes of men who want to see, and who care to 
help. 





What Great Scientists Say 


From “Truth.” 


ROFESSOR LANKESTER: “It is not true that there 

is an essential antagonism between the scientific spirit 

and what is called the religious sentiment. Men of science 

seek in all reverence to discover the Almighty. They claim 

sympathy and “friendship with those who, like themselves, 

have turned away from the more material struggle of hu- 

man life and have set their hearts and minds on the knowl- 
edge of the Eternal.” (Speech, August, 1906.) 

Doctor Eric Wasmann: “Christianity, the old Christian 
theory of the universe, which is now so often denied, fur- 
nishes us with the only true monism, the only true doc- 
trine of unity. There is one infinite and eternal God, 
whose creative power produced all finite creatures and 
preserves them in existence. There can be no real an- 
tagonism between knowledge and faith because there is 
only one truth which cannot contradict itself. Therefore 
cling with loyalty to your ancient Christian faith!” (Mod. 
Biology,. p. 521, 1910.) 

Professor Virchow: “There cannot be any issue be- 
tween faith and science, because each excludes the other ; 
not in the sense that one renders the other impossible, 
but rather that faith begins where science leaves off. The 
business of science is not to destroy faith, but to define 
the boundaries of knowledge and their extent, and within 
in : establish a uniform system.” (Unity, p. 649, 

Professor Huxley: “The Christian definition of Theism 
is nearer the truth than the creed of some agnostics who 
conceive of no unifying principle in the world. Physical 
science is as little atheistic as it is materialistic. I have 
visited Maynooth and discussed religion and science with 
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the professors there, and I found them men who, knowing 
their own business, listened to the arguments of other 
men. I heartily respect an organization which meets its 
opponents in this way and wish that all ecclesiastical or- 
ganizations were in as effective a condition. The army of 
‘liberal thought’ is at present in very loose order, and many 
a modern freethinker makes use of his freedom to vent 
much nonsense.” (Wilfred Ward, Problems and Per- 
sons, p. 235,) , 

Sir Charles Lyell, Geologist : “In whatever direction we 
pursue our researches, whether in time or space, we dis- 
cover everywhere the clear proofs of a Creative Intelli- 
genee and of His foresight, wisdom and power. To as- 
sume that the beginning of so vast a scheme (as that of 
Creation) lies within reach of our philosophical inquiries, 
or even of our speculation, appears to be inconsistent with 
a just estimate of the relations which subsist between the 
finite powers of man and the attributes of an Infinite and 
Eternal Being.” (Principles of Geology, pp. 620-1.) 

Professor Geikie: “One grand object of science is to 
link the present with the past . . . and learning ever 
more and more of that marvelous plan after which this 
world has been framed to gain a deeper insight into the 
harmony and beauty of creation with a yet profounder 
reverence for Him who made and who upholds it all.” 
(Phys. Geog., p. 381.) 

Professor Dawson: “No system of the universe can dis- 
pense with a First Cause, eternal and self-existent; and 
that First Cause’ must necessarily be the living God whose 
will is the ultimate force and the origin of natural law. 
Our knowledge of God cannot be immediate, but must be 
mediate either through His works as Creator or through 
such revelation as He may have made of Himself to the 
human mind.” (Mod. Ideas, p. 241.) 

Sir Robert Ball: “To the question as to whence the 
stars came, science really gives no answer. To me the 
very circumstances of the heavens seem to bear written 
on them the impress of the fact that they cannot have 
gone on from all time as they are now. There must at 
some time have been an intervention of force and action 
such as science is not able to take cognizance of and which 
postulates the operation of some Higher Power than any- 
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thing man’s intellect can comprehend.” (Astronomy.) 

Lord Kelvin: “If you think strongly enough you will be 
forced by science to belief in God, which is the foundation 
of all religion. You will find science not antagonistic, but 
helpful to religion. Science positively affirms creating and 
directing power which she compels us to accept as an ar- 
ticle of belief.” (Life of Lord Kelvin, vol. i1., p. 1009.) 

Professor Lodge: “We are beginning to realize that the 
whole scheme, so magnificent, so enormous, so immense, 
- demands in a real sense a manager, a controller, accessible 
to prayer, able and willing to help in His own way and 
in His own time, but still always able and willing.” 
(Speech, 1903.) 

Professor Windle: “Between science, properly so-called, 
and religion properly understood, there can be no kind of 
dispute or dissension. Do not be worried; theories come 
and go, but God remains forever, and there can be no 
possible ultimate contradiction or difference between the 
tenets of His Church and the laws of His creation.” 
_ (Scientific Facts, p. 15.) 

Lord Avebury (Lubbock) : “The true student stands on 
an eminence from which he looks back on the universe of 
God and forwards over the generations of men. Religion 
should be a strength, guide and comfort, not a source of 
intellectual anxiety or angry argument.” (Pleasures of 
Life, p. 210.) 

Dr. Mivart: “Reason demands an absolute Cause for 
the universe—an all-perfect Being who has set before each 
man the task of conforming his conduct to right reason.” 
(Nature and Thought, p. 219.) 

Pasteur : “My many researches are precisely the reason 
why I believe as a Breton peasant, and there is no doubt 
that if I studied more I would believe even as a Breton 
peasant’s wife.” (To a pupil.) 

Professor Max Miiller: “Nothing exists in nature by 
accident. Religion is not a new invention. It is at least 
as old as the world we know. The oldest literary docu- 
ments are almost everywhere religious. Our earth (as 
Herder says) owes the seeds of all higher culture to a re- 
ligious tradition, whether literary or oral.” (Lectures on 
Religion, pp. 4, 7.) 

Pope Leo XIII: “When it is said that the Church is 
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jealous of modern political systems, and that she repu- 
diates the discoveries of modern research, the charge is a 
groundless and ridiculous calumny. The Church but la- 
bors to prevent man’s intellect and industry from turning 
him away from God and heavenly things.” (Encyc. 
Immortale Dei, p. 93.) 











